


o What are the transforming issues and challenges surrounding retail parks in the 

Manchester area ʹ the role of the family as a consumer unit? 

o To what extent, and in what ways, does distributive leadership in an engineering 

context impact on employee engagement? 

o To what extent are e-mail marketing tools an important factor in relationship 

marketing within the UK IT retail market? 

 

Literature Review 

- The literature review should respond to your research question. 

- Based on the terms you have employed in your research question and title. 

- Moving from a general literature to a focal literature discussion the literature should identify 

and target specific bodies of literature. Sometimes a study will merge or span a number of 

literatures. Examples of (and there are literally hundreds of possibilities) might include, 

innovation, agility, strategy, organizational commitment, well-being, non-market 

mechanisms, moral identity, micro-foundations, change management, identity, employee 

relations, pricing strategies or organizational ambidexterity. The way to decide on your 

direction is initially to scan literatures and topics, see the recurrent themes and what seems 

relevant to your thesis and most importantly what piques your interest. 

- Start with broad general observations (referenced) and move progressively to narrowing 

down that argument to focus on your specific area of interest. 

- Identify the historical narrative and evolution of the writing in your chosen area. 

- Your literature review should identify the key/salient authors and commentators in your 

chosen/identified field. 

- What are the key themes/issues and debates in the area? 

- What are the respective and competing/complementary schools of thought? 

- What are the methodological commitments and positions of these schools? 

- What are the emerging leading-edge positions in the literatures under discussion? 

- Remember to argue your own position/argument through the literature – do not fall into the 

trap of simply describing the literature. 

- Remember to reference sufficiently, constantly, adequately and in the correct format 

(Harvard is recommend). 

- Ensure you provide at least an initial definition of any term at the first point of it being 

mentioned in you text/argument. This can be done briefly in a well-crafted, referenced 

sentence. 

- Ensure you do not just relate and describe the literature. This is a common error. This has 

the risk of providing just a list of different commentators writings and positions. It is 

imperative and vital that you undertake critical analysis on the materials you chose to 

introduce into your review. 

- Try to figure out what literature you need to read to be able to answer your research 
question. 
 

 

Methodology and Research Design 

- Provide an opening general coverage and appreciation of the general methodological 

positions from which it is possible to choose e.g.: 



inductive/deductive…interpretivist/positivist …. These are the most  

popular/common broad positions – you may in fact also identify an interest in  

additional alternative choices including for example: critical theory or  



Research Schedule /Timetable 

- Remember that year one of the DBA will be taken up with, clarifying your topic/ thesis and  

studying the three modules and completing the three assignments. 

- Some of the categories for a schedule/time allocation slot on a tabulation might be: 


